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LaGrange storm drain

marking project planned

by Wanda Yoder

The LaGrange Town Council
gave their approval for a storm
drain marking project Monday.

Sue Schiemmer, LaGrange
County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District conservation educator
at Par-Gil, presented the project to
the council members.

“The goal of the Indiana Storm
Drain Marking Project (s to edu-
cate and promote voluntary action
for poliction prevention and pro-
tection of Indiana's water quality.”

Schlemmer said.

She referred to a recent article,
“Dumping of oil into town drains-
-illegal!” that appeared in the La-
Grange News on Friday, Sept. 19.
“$torm drains are commonly mis-
used for the disposal of waste
such as paint, motor oil, antifreeze
and pesticides, This improper
disposa! can seriously damage our
community’s water quality. Also,
each time it rains, slorm watet
runoff carries street litter and
other pollutants into storm drains.

This ‘non-point source pollution’
is a significant source of contami-
nation of Indiana's water re-
caurces and costs the county and
state thousands of dollars”
Schlemmer said.

“Every year more il is-poured
down storm drains in the US.
than the entire amount released in
the infamous Exxon Valdez spilll”
She added

Parkside Elementary teacher
Joyce Weber was in attendance at
Monday’s meeting 10 pledge her
suppott for the project. Weber's
fifth graders will would like to
embark in a community service
leamning project by marking storm
drains in the Town of LaGrange.
she said.

The project includes applying a
2V-ineh diameter marker on the
storrn drains in the LaGrange
community. The markers display
the “Clean Water Indiana” logo
and the written message “No
Dumping, Protect Your Water.”

Precautions will be taken as to
safety of the youth involved in the
project and the town police, stats
highway department, county road
department and public water
works will need to be contacted to
outline a plan for implementing
the project.

The Tndiana Storm Drain Mark-
ing Project is being sponsored by
Project WET (Water Education
for Teachers) and Hoosier River-
watch, education progrars offered
through the Indiana Department of
Natural Resources in cooperation
with Purdue University Coopera-
tive Extension Service.



